
	
  

	
  

R&D	
  at	
  NOAA	
  
Research	
  and	
  development	
  (R&D)	
  at	
  NOAA	
  increase	
  our	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  
produce	
  applications	
  that	
  improve	
  how	
  the	
  agency	
  fulfills	
  its	
  mission	
  of	
  science,	
  service,	
  and	
  
stewardship.	
  	
  NOAA	
  seeks	
  an	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  global	
  ocean-­‐atmosphere	
  system,	
  and	
  the	
  
ecosystems	
  its	
  supports,	
  to	
  inform	
  decision-­‐making	
  aimed	
  at	
  building	
  a	
  more	
  sustainable	
  
society.	
  	
  We	
  strive	
  for	
  R&D	
  that	
  are	
  “use-­‐inspired”	
  and	
  intended	
  to	
  improve	
  our	
  understanding	
  
of	
  the	
  world	
  and	
  yield	
  applications	
  that	
  are	
  used	
  by	
  society.	
  
 

The	
  Five	
  Year	
  R&D	
  Plan	
  	
  
This	
  NOAA	
  Five	
  Year	
  R&D	
  Plan	
  charts	
  the	
  course	
  for	
  R&D	
  at	
  NOAA	
  from	
  2013	
  -­‐	
  2017	
  in	
  support	
  
of	
  the	
  agency’s	
  four	
  long-­‐term	
  goals:	
  Climate,	
  Weather,	
  Oceans,	
  and	
  Coasts.	
  	
  	
  This	
  Plan	
  will	
  
guide	
  R&D	
  activities	
  that	
  NOAA	
  funds	
  or	
  conducts.	
  	
  NOAA’s	
  R&D	
  support	
  the	
  agency’s	
  scientific	
  
enterprise;	
  this	
  Plan	
  does	
  not	
  specifically	
  address	
  those	
  scientific	
  activities	
  that	
  are	
  part	
  of	
  
regular	
  NOAA	
  operations	
  (e.g.,	
  producing	
  weather	
  forecasts,	
  collecting	
  tide	
  measurements).	
  
NOAA’s	
  extended	
  “R&D	
  enterprise”	
  includes,	
  but	
  is	
  not	
  limited,	
  to	
  laboratories,	
  science	
  centers,	
  
Cooperative	
  Institutes,	
  grant	
  recipients,	
  Sea	
  Grant	
  Programs,	
  contractors,	
  and	
  a	
  broad	
  suite	
  of	
  
partners	
  and	
  stakeholders.	
  	
  	
   
 

NOAA’s	
  Five	
  Year	
  R&D	
  Plan	
  will: 
• Guide	
  the	
  investments	
  of	
  NOAA	
  and	
  its	
  partners	
  in	
  R&D	
  that	
  will	
  allow	
  the	
  Nation	
  to	
  

adapt	
  and	
  respond	
  to	
  change	
  in	
  a	
  complex	
  world	
  
• Provide	
  a	
  common	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  NOAA’s	
  R&D	
  among	
  NOAA’s	
  

leadership,	
  its	
  workforce,	
  its	
  partners,	
  its	
  constituents,	
  and	
  Congress	
  	
  
• Establish	
  a	
  framework	
  for	
  making	
  programmatic	
  decisions	
  based	
  on	
  mission	
  

requirements	
  and	
  anticipated	
  results	
  
• Set	
  concrete	
  targets	
  with	
  which	
  to	
  measure	
  progress,	
  and	
  support	
  engagement	
  with	
  

stakeholders	
  based	
  on	
  tangible	
  outcomes	
  
	
  

Contents	
  of	
  the	
  Plan 
In	
  five	
  main	
  sections,	
  the	
  Plan	
  spells	
  out	
  the	
  need	
  for,	
  strategy	
  toward,	
  and	
  value	
  of	
  R&D	
  at	
  
NOAA.	
  

1. Introduction	
  of	
  R&D	
  in	
  support	
  of	
  NOAA’s	
  mission	
  -­‐	
  Resilience	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  change	
  
2. NOAA’s	
  R&D	
  Strategy	
  -­‐	
  What	
  the	
  agency	
  will	
  strive	
  to	
  do	
  
3. Assets	
  that	
  NOAA	
  will	
  bring	
  to	
  bear	
  for	
  R&D	
  -­‐	
  People,	
  places	
  and	
  things	
  
4. Value	
  of	
  a	
  Healthy	
  R&D	
  Enterprise	
  -­‐	
  Managing	
  the	
  R&D	
  portfolio	
  
5. Appendices	
  -­‐	
  Supporting	
  legislation	
  and	
  organizational	
  units	
  

 


